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Dependence 
From a poem by William Cowper 


O KEEP the lamp alive 
With oil we fill the bowl; 
"Tis water makes the willow thrive, 
And grace that feeds the soul. 


The Lord’s unsparing hand 
Supplies the living stream; 

It is not at our own command, 
But still deriv’d from Him. 


Beware of Peter’s word, 
Nor confidently say, 

“I never will deny Thee, Lord,” 
But “grant I never may.” 


Man’s wisdom is to seek 
His strength in God alone; 

And e’en an angel would be weak, 
Who trusted in his own. 


“ 
A Christian's Measuring Rod 


Am I really a Christian? Am I fully 
yielded to God? Do I desire His glory 
above all else? Fierce temptations, 
trials, and failures will drive a con- 
scientious Christian from time to time 
to ask himself such questions as these. 
They are not unwholesome, provided 
they lay bare the evils of his own heart 
and force him to rest only on Christ 
for freedom from the guilt and power 
of sin. The Apostle Paul wrote td 
the Corinthians: “Examine yourselves, 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your 
own selves. Know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, 
except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor. 13:5.) 
Samuel Rutherford, the seventeenth cen- 
saintly letter 





faith, once wrote to his friend John 
Clark on “Marks of Difference Between 
Christians and Reprobates.” “Any little 
grace that ye have,” he wrote, “see that 
it be sound and true. Ye mgy put a 
difference betwixt you and reprobates, 
if ye have these marks:—1. If ye prize 
Christ and His truth so as ye will sell 
all and buy Him; and suffer for it. 2. 
If the love of Christ keepeth you back 
from sinning, more than the law, or fear 
of hell. 3. If ye be humble, and deny 
your own will, wit, credit, ease, honour, 
the world, and the vanity and glory of 
it. 4. Your profession must not be bar- 
ren, and void of good works. 5. Ye must 
in all things aim at God’s honour; ye 
must eat, drink, sleep, buy, sell, sit, 
stand, speak, pray, read, and hear the 
word, with a heart-purpose that God! 
may be honoured. 6. Ye must show 
yourself an enemy to sin, and reprove 
the works of darkness, such as drunk- 


company should hate you for so doing. 
7. Keep in mind the truth of God, that 
ye heard me teach, and have nothing to 
do with the corruptions and new guises 
entered into the house of God. 8. Make 
conscience of your calling, in covenants, 
in buying and selling. 9. Acquaint your- 
self with daily praying; commit all your 
ways and actions to God, by prayer, 
supplication, and thanksgiving; and 
count not much of being mocked; for 
Christ Jesus was mocked before you.” 
Samuel Rutherford believed in the eter- 
nal security of the believer, once he is 
in Christ; but among the reasons for 
his great power in preaching and writing 
were his burning sense of sin, his iron- 
willed self-discipline, his carelessness 
of what men thought of him, and his 
readiness to meet obstacles and opposi- 
tion head on. “Brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty; only use not liberty 
for an occasion to the flesh” (Gal. 5:13). 


Reasons for Pledged Total Abstinence 


By the Rev. J. E. Harris 


was an important feature of the 
antiliquor movement years ago. It 
has fallen into considerable decline. 
The writer of a newspaper medical 
column has challenged this development, 
charging parents and youth leaders with 
having failed “to ask the youngsters to 
take a solemn pledge against alcohol be- 
fore they reach their teens.” Others are 
coming to realize that with the consump- 
tion of liquor growing apace it is time 
we revived the total abstinence pledge, 
especially as a protection to our youth. 
Who can say to what extent the failure 
to get yesterday’s youth to become 
pledged abstainers has contributed to the 
increased ‘use of liquor and the evils 
going with it today? 
The argument for total abstinence may 


Gwe a total abstinence pledge 





be put in these three statements: An- 
cient Wisdom Encourages Total Absti- 
nence; Modern Conditions Necessitate 
It; and The Higher Christian Ideal Re- 
quires It, 
I. ANCIENT WISDOM ENCOURAGES 
ToTaL ABSTINENCE 

There is no greater storéhouse of an- 
cient wisdom than the Book of Proverbs; 
and certainly its warnings against the 
evils of intemperate drinking, if they do 
not demand total abstinence, clearly en- 
courage it as a wise course. “Wine is a 
mocker, strong drink is raging, and who- 
soever is deceived thereby is not wise” 
(20:1). “Deceived” is a well chosen 
word, for alcohol is a great deceiver. 
It deceives people into thinking they are 
warm when they are cold, well when 
they are sick, wise when they are fools, 
and entertaining when they are merely 
disgusting! The one sure way of never 
being deceived by it is never to drink 
liquor. 

And ancient Israel had its total ab- 
stainers, some for temporary periods, 
others for their lifetime. The Nazarites 
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were people who for either a specified 
period, or their whole life through, were 
under vows of entire separation to God, 
and those vows included complete ab- 
stinence from wine and strong drink. 
Behind this lay the recognition that real 
separation to God was endangered by 
indulgence in intoxicating drink. The 
Christian is called to genuine and life- 
long separation to God, and he is wise 
to follow the pattern of abstinence from 
intoxicants set by the Old Testament 
Nazarite. 

Then there were the Rechabites, a 
Kenite tribe living among the Israelites. 
They practiced total abstinence in obe- 
dience to regulations laid down by their 
chief, Jonadab, son of Rechab. Among 
the rules he laid down to insure the con- 
tinuance of a simple and wholesome life 
in his descendants was total abstinence 
from intoxicants. Jeremiah tested some 
Rechabites he encountered in his day 
and found them faithful to their total 
abstinence principles (Jer. 35). So, in 
ancient Israel, despite a general accept- 
ance of the moderate use of wine as 
permissible, there were those who were 
complete abstainers,’and wisdom jus- 
tified their abstinence. 


II. Mopern ConpiITIONS NECESSITATE 
ToTaL ABSTINENCE 


If even in the leisurely and simple 
conditions of ancient life there were 
some who found it the part of wisdom 
to abstain from intoxicants, most cer- 
tainly the swifter pace and greater com- 
plexity of modern life make it still more 
the part of wisdom to practice total ab- 
stinence. Dr. Charles Mayo is reported 
to have said to a gathering of Boy 
Scouts, “You can get along with a 
wooden leg, but you can’t get along with 
a wooden head.” He then pointed out 
that a clear brain is essential, and that 
you cannot keep a clear brain if you 
are addicted to liquor. It is now be- 
yond question that even small amounts 
of liquor slow down the interworking 
of brain and body. To drive safely, a 
man at the wheel must be at his keenest 
and best. Just a small amount of liquor, 
however, impairs driving ability, and the 
grave menace of drinking drivers is 
everywhere evident. A machine age de- 
mands clear brains. Men cannot safely 
operate fast and powerful machinery if 
they are consumers of alcoholic drink. 
The tempo of life in our age of ma- 
chinery and speed calls for total absti- 
nence as the surest way to avoid the 
dangers involved in driving cars and 
operating machinery with drink-befud- 
dled brains. “ 


III. Tue HicHer CHRISTIAN IDEAL 
Requires ToTaAL ABSTINENCE 
Some say the Bible does not require 
total abstinence from alcoholic bever- 
ages, but simply a temperate use of them. 
In reply we say that the Bible has a 
lower and a higher standard in this 
matter. Its minimum requirement is 








|THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the temperate use of intoxicating drink, 
if it be used at all. When Paul wrote, 
“Be not drunk with wine” (Eph. 5:18), 
we may infer that he means if intoxi- 
eants are used at all, they are to be 
used sparingly lest drunkenness ensue 
with its well-known evils. This is the 
least the Bible demands of everyone. 
But God’s Word also shows a higher, a 
safer, and a nobler way than moderate 
drinking, the way of total abstinence. 

The higher Christian ideal of total 
abstinence is enjoined upon us by Peter 
for the sake of our own souls. He wrote, 
“Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). Cer- 
tainly the craving for intoxicating liquor 
is a leading fleshly lust. How does liquor 
war against the soul? The scientist re- 
plies that it paralyzes the moral inhibi- 
tions. That is, liquor paralyzes the sense 
of reserve, of decency, of self-respect, 
of mora] values, and, alas, the power of 
self-control. It inflames the sex impulses 
and lets loose the lower instincts, lead- 
ing to violence, crime, and immorality. 
Alcohol’s effect in paralyzing the center 
of self-control makes for the breakdown 
of virtue and moral strength. Liquor 
drinking, then, is something that wars 
against the soul, and from fleshly lusts 
that war against the soul we are called 
to abstain. 

Again, the higher ideal of total absti- 
nence is also taught by Paul, but not 
just for our own soul’s good, but for the 
sake of others. A Christian must not 
only watch his own soul, but remember 
he is his brother’s keeper. The prin- 
ciple Paul laid down in a controversial 
issue that vexed the early church has 
its application to the liquor drinking 
question. “If meat causeth my brother 
to stumble,” wrote Paul, “I will eat no 
flesh for evermore, that I cause not my 
brother to stumble” (1 Cor, 8:13, A.S.V.). 
The same principle applied to our ques- 
tion requires us to say, “If liquor causes 
my brother to stumble, I will drink no 
intoxicant for evermore, that I cause not 
my brother to stumble.” Here is the 
higher Christian ideal in regard to the 
use of alcoholic beverages as our use 
of them may influence others, and the 
ideal urged upon us is not moderation 
but total abstinence. 

He who takes the occasional social 
drink, never going to excess, may escape 
the peril of liquor to his own soul; but 
his example may encourage someone 
else, perhaps his own children, to drink; 
and they may not continue to drink in 
moderation, but become liquor addicts. 
We cannot deny that liquor does cause 
many people to stumble, and for that 
reason the Christian should observe the 
higher Christian ideal, abstinence alto- 
gether, lest his example lead others into 
danger and destruction. 

All these considerations call for a re- 
newal of the plea for commitment to 
total abstinence by the use of the pledge. 
The signature on a pledge card, when 
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preceded by proper instruction and re- 
sulting from earnest: reflection and high 
purpose, is of great aid as a deterrent 
to drinking when special pressure is 
felt to indulge. “In recent years, in Ala- 
bama, W. Earl Hotalen has ‘led 233,000 
young people to sign the total abstinence 
pledge. Many of them have written him 
later from army -camps assuring him 
they would not break, amid camp life, 
the pledge they took at his urging. He 
has also learned of many boys and girls 
getting their parents to sign the absti- 
nence pledge which Mr. Hotalen led 
them to sign.1 ‘The total abstinence 
pledge is proving effective today and 
its renewed use by Sunday school teach- 
ers, pastors, and all temperance workers 
throughout the land would keep many 
thousands from beginning to drink who 
otherwise, lacking the deterrent of the 
pledge, would certainly do so. 

1 Further details of Mr. Hotalen’s work will 
be found in “Alcoholism or Abstinence,” page 
80, by C. Aubrey Hearn (Standard Pub. Co., 
Cincinnati 3; 95 cents). 








Notes on Open Letters 


“Brethren, Pray for Us” 


We have noticed in your Times that 
you request prayers for the writers of 
this publication. This letter is sent not 
only to tell you we shall pray, too, but 
also that we feel many prayers have 
been said because of the wonderful 
blessing we receive from reading it. 

There are times ‘when I do not feel 
as close to the Lord as I should, as 
was the case this morning. At work 
here things slackened and, in a matter- 
of-fact way, I picked up one of the 
recent issues of the Tres and started 
reading. When finished it seemed as if 
God had prompted me to write to you 
because your paper is such a blessing 
and helps so much, and He wanted 
you to know prayers had.been an- 
swered. 

Many letters which I have written 
have been first drafted for the sake 
of perfection. Not so with this letter, 
because this is an unfolding of the hap- 
piness within my heart. 

May the Lord continue to guide you 
in your wonderful work, and may He 
pour forth His love into all you do, 
for His sake.—A Virginia reader. 


A letter of this kind is most encourag- 
ing to the staff of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Tres, and they thank God for such 
friendly and loyal readers as this writer. 
For some years the Times has been in- 
cluding somewhere in each issue a short 
request for prayer, and undoubtedly the 
prayer help of its readers has had much 
to do with the maintenance of its world- 
wide ministry. The Tmves has never 
made it a practice to mention for prayer 
the many personal needs of its “resi- 
dent” staff of thirty-two members—those 


(Continued on page 640) 
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V. Charles M. Alexander, the Persuasive Personal Worker 


His complete dedication of all his gifts to the 
business of winning others to Christ 


‘44 HARLIE was the most inde- 
fatigable personal worker I 
ever knew,” wrote Dr, Reu- 

ben A. Torrey, when he learned of 

the sudden*death of his beloved co- 
worker1 ‘And S. D. Gordon said, 

“He was always so whole-heartedly 

keen in winning men to Jesus. All 

the power of his lovely, winsome per- 
sonality was thrown unreservedly into 

the one service he so loved.” 2 

The acknowledged successor to Ira D. 
Sankey, and, in some respects, his supe- 
rior, Charles McCallon Alexander (1867- 
1920) was undoubtedly the greatest evan- 
gelistic song leader and choir conductor 

f his time, and perhaps of all time. 

ut all his gifts of personality and musi- 
cal capacity he laid at Jesus’ feet in the 
all-out effort to win souls. This master 
of assemblies was always doing personal 
work, and always urging others to do it. 

God gave ‘him unusual gifts of persua- 

sion. 

Born on a Tennessee farm and reared 
in a godly Presbyterian home, he early 
learned to love the house of God, the 
hymns of Zion, and the world of nature. 
He was born again at age thirteen in 
his home church. 


His Early Activities in Music 


While receiving a good education in 
Maryville Academy and College, near 


‘his parental home, he was especially ac- 


tive in musical activities and athletics, 
and was quite popular with both teachers 
and students. After a year of advanced 
musical training at Washington College, 
Maryville recognized his musical poten- 
tial by calling him back as its first pro- 
fessor of music. 

His father’s death, in 1890, shocked him 
into a serious re-examination of his life’s 
diréction and ambitions. He was im- 
pressed with the hollowness of all else, 
except the work of Christ, so he dedi- 
cated himself to full-time Christian 
service and became imbued with a streng 
yearning to win souls to the Saviour. 
Resigning from ‘his Maryville position, 
he became song leader for John Kittrell, 
a godly but rather rough and uncultured 
mountaineer, Quaker evangelist, for a 
short period. But he knew he needed 
something more. 

Hearing about Moody Bible Institute’s 
offerings in practical Bible training and 
Gospel music, he left his beloved Ten- 
nessee, in the fall of 1892, and came to 
Chicago to enter the Institute, bringing 





1 Helen C. Alexander and J. Kennedy Mac- 
Lean, “Charles M. Alexander, A Romance of 
Song and Soul-Winning” (London: Marshall 
Bros., Ltd., 1920), p. 15. 

2 Ibid., p. 15. 


It has been said of Charles Alex- 
ander that his crowning glory was 
his intense and life-long leve for 
God’s Holy Word. And he used the 
Scriptures éffectively as. the “sword 
of the Spirit” in his personal work. 
It is not surprising to learn, then, 
that it was‘in the great Chapman- 
Alexander mission, held in Philadel- 
phia in 1908, that the Pocket Testa- 
ment League was formally launched 
as a world-wide Bible reading move- 
ment. The little English girl who 
founded the Pocket Testament 
League had already become Mrs. 
Charles Alexander. Bhe Pocket Tes- . 
tament League, whose present ad- 
dress is 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
has bee-me a lasting memorial to 
Char!. xander, and, through it, 
thous. who never saw him, have 
come to know him and to thank God 
for his zeal and devotion. 








eight other Maryville-trained young peo- 
ple with him. 

During the years of his Chicago train- 
ing, he came under the influence of such 
spiritual giants as D. L, Moody, R. A. 
Torrey; Major Whittle; Major Cole; 
Fleming H. Revell; Henry Varley; A, T. 
Pierson; John McNeill; Harry Munroe 
of Pacific Garden Mission; and the noted 
music composers and Gospel song leaders 
Ira D. Sankey, H. H. McGranahan, D. B. 
Towner, George C. Stebbins, J. H. 
Burke, and others. Charles M. Alexan- 
der grew rapidly in Christian character, 
discernment, and power to serve his 
Lord. 

His world-wide evangelistic musical 
career now lay before him. The years 
1892 to 1902 he spent with Evangelist 
M, B. Williams in evangelistic campaigns 
in the Middle West, mostly in Iowa. In 
thirty-four Iowa towns twélve thousand 
people joined the Protestant churches 
ander the impact of Williams-Alexander 
campaigns. - 

An outstanding personal worker joined 
the party. He was .Fred Siebert, an 
Iowa farmer boy, who had been con- 
verted in one of their meetings in Wav- 
erly, Iowa. Spending five years with 
the Williams-Alexander party, he led 
twelve hundred people definitely to 
Jesus Christ, and had a big influence 
in making Charles M, Alexander a per- 
sonal worker. Alexander said of him: 

He had one of the greatest passions 
for souls I have ever seen in anyone. 

Personal dealing was his talk, morn- 

ing, noon, and night. I loved and ad- 

mired him, and found that the chief 
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thing keeping me back from doing per- 

onal work was an unsurrendered will. 
One day, Williams sent me to take 
charge of a meeting, and Fred came 
along to help. It was a rainy morn- 
ing, and few people were out, and 
there was not one person in the build- 
ing, saved or unsaved, who did not 
have to speak at that ce. It was 
one of the best meetings I was ever in. 
From that time I began to do personal 
work, and I more convinced every 
day that this is the work for every 
believer in Christ.3 , 


Dr. R. A. Torrey called upon Mr. Alex- 
ander to be his music leader in a world 
evangelistic tour, and they spent the 
years 1902-1906 in globe-girdling evange- 
listic campaigns in Australia, Tasmania, 
New Zealand, India, England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Canada, and the United States. 


In 1904, Mr. Alexander married Miss 
Helen Cadbury of Birmingham, Eng- 
land, who was from a leading Quaker 
family of culturé and wealth. With his 
wife, he made a second world tour in 
1906-1907, both keeping busy in personal 
and public evangelism. 

The year 1908 saw him joining hands 
and heart with Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman 
in evangelistic campaigns that were to 
take them around the world again and 
again, until Alexander’s death in 1920. 
During World War I, they evangelized 
in the army camps winning an untold 

“number of servicemen to Christ. 


His One Objective 


What made Charles M. Alexander a 
great personal worker? He was entirely 
dedicated to that objective. Mr. Fleming 
H. Revell, his intimate friend and pub- 
lisher, wrote: 


“The one object of his life appeared 
to be the winning of others to the serv- 
ice of his Master, and I never knew any- 
one more uniformly possessed of this 
master-passion, in private as well as in 
public.” 4 


His prayer life was deep and constant. 
He prayed about everything with the 
faith and expectancy of a little child. 
He loved the Bible, and read and used it 
constantly. He practiced what he taught 
others. His wife has written: 


He always insisted that there were 
three equally important essentials, to 
secure a growth in grace that would 
be constant and beautifying—commun- 
ion with Géd, through prayer; nourish- 
ment of the spiritual life, by feeding 
on the Word of God; and development 
of spiritual muscle, through the exer- 
cise of soul-winning, for which the 


8 Ibid., p. 41. 
* Ibid., p. 15. 
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Bible must be the unfailing weapon.5 

His life motto was 2 Timothy 2:15: 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” He publicized this text around 
the world, and always appended it to 
his signature. 


Charles M. Alexander loved people, 
and had no difficulty meeting and con- 
versing with them. Philip I. Roberts, 
for seventeen years his personal friend, 
says: 

He possessed the art of making peo- 
ple talk about themselves—without 
sophistry or veneer. He could ask the 
most direct question without raising 
a ripple of resentment. And it was 
due in no small measure to his amaz- 
ing frankness and his unerring knowl- 
edge of human nature, that he could 
do almost anything he pleased with a 
single individual, a company of ten, 
or an audience of ten thousand.® 
The Philadelphia Evening Telegraph 

of April 13, 1906, said this: 

Did you ever meet Mr. Alexander? 
If you have, the secret of his success, 
the magic of his pleading, you can 
readily understand. If not, picture to 
yourself a young man of average 
height, smoothly shaven, a head grow- 
ing bald, but it holds a brain that 
never sleeps; a pair of bright eyes that 
sparkle and dance with the joy of 
living; a mouth that is ever smiling; 
lips from which come sympathy for 
the unfortunate, encouragement for 
the depressed, hope for the fallen, and 
words of truth and wisdom for all. 

Charles M. Alexander is a magnetic 
man. He is religious from the soles 
of his feet to the top of his head. He 
is so full of good thoughts and works 
that they bubble over. He exudes 
them from every pore. You cannot 
be in his presence sixty seconds be- 
fore you are infected by his manner. 
He is a humorist, too. ,. . His laugh is 
the hearty laugh that goes with a clear 
conscience.7 
How did he go about his personal 

work? While aggressive in seizing and 
making opportunities for evangelistic 
conversations, he was always tactful, 
courteous, and considerate. He had no 
set rules, but was motivated by the love 
of Christ and governed by the sensitiv- 
ity of the Holy Spirit. He respected per- 
sonality. He knew how to plead the 
cause of Christ at the appropriate time. 
Once he walked the streets of Mel- 
bourne, Australia, the whole night with 
a man, seeking to win him for the Lord. 
He persuaded men. 

He kept at it wherever he was—in 
evangelistic meetings, on travels, in 
places of business, in his home, in barber 
shops and restaurants. He never passed 
by porters, cab drivers, baggage men, 
ont, 

®Ibid., p. 130. 

*Philip I. Roberts, “ ‘Charlie’ Alexander: 
A Study in Personality” (Westwood, N. J.: 
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1920), pp. 88, 89. 

*™*Charles M. Alexander, A Romance of 
Song and Soul-Winning,” pp. 148, 149. 
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Bhoeshine boys, or policemen, without 
speaking to them about Christ. “To 
Charles Alexander, every new soul with 
whom he came in contact thrilled him 
with an ardor as fresh as if it were the 
first whom he came in contact to lead 
to Jesus,” says his wife.8 While in the 
hospital for an appendectomy he led his 
two nurses to Christ. 

For the last ten or twelve years of 
his life, he promoted the Pocket Testa- 
ment League as the most effective 
method of personal evangelism he had 
found. In addition to the usual per- 
sonal soul-winning conversations, the 
Pocket Testament League member offers 
an attractive New Testament to the 
heedy individual if he will -sign the 
pledge to read a chapter a day and al- 
ways carry it on his person. Helen Cad- 
bury had started a movement similar to 
this in her school before she ever met 
Charles Alexander. 

. ‘The Pocket ‘Testament League was 


July 31, 1954 


formally launched on a world-wide scale 
during the Chapman-Alexander evange- 
listic campaign in Philadelphia in 1908. 
Philip I. Roberts claims that, during 
World War I, around one million Brit- 
ish and American soldiers joined the 
League and received Testaments. Mr. 


Alexander found that the approach * 


through the Pocket Testament League 
plan was the easiest and led to the most 
definite and abiding results. In a cam- 
paign, which he led by himself in a 
large Detroit church, twenty-four thou- 
sand people signed up as members of 
the Pocket Testament League. 

The great song leader, hymn pub- 
lisher, and personal worker lived to be 
only fifty-three, but-the last forty of 
those years were so rich in soul-winning 
and Christian service that their fruitage 
will abide foreVer. 

(To be continued) 
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XIX. The Coming Federation of Religions 


The woman in scarlet who rides the Beast 


HE seer, in chapters 17 and 18 of 

Revelation, records what was re- 
vealed to him concerning the foulest 
religious system the world will ever 
know—the scarlet woman. You will 
notice it is not the rise of the scarlet 
woman that is in view, but the judg- 
ment of the woman. Who is this wicked 
woman, and where did she originate? 
_ In reading the Book of Revelation, 
there is a principle that is often over- 
looked. Events recorded do not always 
follow each other in consecutive order. 
Many run parallel and contemporane- 
ously. If this is not kept in mind when 
studying this portion of God’s Word, 
confusion will result. You may have 
noticed that several times we have been 
led right up to the Second Coming of 
the Lord Jesus, then later on, earlier 
events along this same path come into 
view. 

We must ‘turn back to the Letters to 
the seven churches of Asia to find the 
origin of the Scarlet Woman. In the 
seventh article~in this series we saw 
something of the origin of this foul ecce- 
Siastical system in the Church in Thya- 
tira. This system, born in the earlyecen- 
turies, and continuing on down through 
the years, comes to its full bloom and 
manifestation after the true Church has 
been raptured. 

With this foul Papal system, apostate 
Protestantism, the beginnings, of: which 
are foreshadowed in the Church in Sar- 
dis, will combine as one. This Protes- 
tantism will not be the virile kind born 
at the Diet of Spires in the sixteenth 
century, but an apostate form, vicious, 
blasphemous, dead. We can see some 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


of this taking form before our eyes 
today. Toleration is the slogan of the 
hour. * Doctrine must be thrown to the 
winds, and the Bible placed where it 
will never bother anyone. 

After the true Church typified by 
Philadelphia has gone, called up into 
the Glory, Papal Rome, apostate Prot- 
estantism, and the lukewarm professors, 
of Laodicea will form this federation of 
religions. The Scripture labels this as 
“the scarlet woman.” It will no longer 
be known as Rome, although she will 
form the nucleus of this vast universal 
system. The angel gives us the name 
that will identify this woman, “Mystery, 
Babylon the Great, the Mother of Har- 
lots and Abominations of the Earth” 
(Rev. 17:5). 

This scarlet woman is a_ corrupt 
woman. Her names describe her as the 
most corrupt system the world has ever 
known. She emerges from the brothel 
of the Dragon. The sinners of pagan 
history never ‘sank to the moral depth 
and moral mire to which this: wo 


‘sinks. Never before has she been equaled 


in depravity. Adultery is usually under- 
stood to mean an act of unfaithfulness 
between two married persons. Fornica- 
tion is understood to mean the sin of 
those who have never pledged them- 
selves by the holy bond of matrimony. 
This woman is guilty of this latter sin, 
because she professes and will insist that 
she is the true Church of Jesus Christ 
or the bride of Christ, and yet she 
openly, and without any sense of shame, 
embraces the bosom of the Dragon. 
The great kings of earth are the clients 
and the victims of the pretentious claims 
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of this scarlet woman. Just as, before 
the Reformation, the kings of popish 
countries, such as Charles IX of France 
and Philip of Spainy had to bow the 
knee before Roman popes or lose their 
kingdoms, so this scarlet woman of the 
future will bring under her control the 
rulers of earth as her willing vassals. 
Her position will be one of great power. 
In verse 1 the scarlet woman sits upon 
many waters. This speaks of her uni- 
versal sway. Not one land will escape 
from her seductive snare. She will be 
a confederated amalgamation of the 
world religions. 


She sits upon the Beast. This great 
Dragon Empire with its imperial head, 
will become her willing consort, and will 
support her vain and pompous claims, 
enforce all her decrées, and put to death 
by its civil power all who dare to chal- 
lenge her spurious claims. Suppofted 
morally, financially, and_ religiously 
Church and State wedded together will 
for a short time ride on prosperously 
until the ax of divine judgment falls. 


The true Church of the New Testa- 
ment is seen in her proper place of sub- 
jection to her Lord. She recognizes 
Christ as her Head and recognizes His 
authority. But thisefoul Jezebel of the 
future will ride the Beast, holding the 
reins in her filthy hands and guiding 
it wherever she desires it to go. She sits 
upon the seven mountains (v, 9). Her 


' metropolis will be the seven-hilled city 


of Rome, on the River Tiber. From this 
great, historical city she will enforce 
her diabolical edicts and hurl her an- 
athemas at all who dare to challenge 
her impious claims or question her right 
to be recognized as the true and only 
church of Jesus Christ. From this great 
world’s center she will radio her false 
claims and will drench the world with 
martyr blood, ruthlessly putting to death 
anyone who rises to oppose her Dragon 
demands, 

This scarlet woman is a mother. She 
has given birth to many children, but 
what terrible children! She is the 
“mother of harlots,” the embodiment of 
all the false religions. She is also a 
drunken mother, drunken not with liquor 
but with blood. Swaying and swagger- 
ing, she rides the Scarlet Empire to her 


eternal doom. She will be the greatest 


muderess of all time. Few will escape 
her clutches. Not only so, but she has 
made drunk the whole world (v. 2), 
under the baneful influence of the dread- 
ful wine of her fornication. 

This woman is robed in scarlet, and 
it is a scarlet she had received of the 
Dragon. Scarlet here speaks of earthly 
sovereignty that rightfully belongs to 
our Lord Jesus. Foul as sin can make 
her within, he? heart like the leopard, 
full of treachery, nevertheless without 
she is gloriously arrayed. Today her 
forerunner, papal Rome, robs Christ to 
pay Mary. She steals the honor and 
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glory that belong to Christ Jesus our 
blessed Lord. She willfully misrepre- 
sents His grace and tenderness, and lav- 
ishes all its worship upon the Madonna, 
which is a pagan idol counterfeiting the 
true mother of Jesus, who commanded 
all to obey her Son at the wedding feast 
of Cana (John 2:5). The papal system 
today is reeking with shame and opposes 
the light of the Bible wherever it is 
allowed to do it. Impurity and nameless 


What Is Neo-Orthodoxy? 
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immoralities, gambling, drunkenness, 
idolatry, commercialism are all in her 
program. In many lands she persecutes 
today those who dare preach or dis- 
tribute the Word of God. But, cruel and 
filthy as Rome is today, when joined 
im these coming days by a Protestantism 
which already today is rfcing down the 
hill of apostasy, she will find sweet com- 
panionship. 


(To be continued) 


Answering some questions about a subtle form of skepticism 


By KENNETH S. KANTZER, Ph.D. . 


Dr. Kantzer, chairman of the Department of Bible and -Philosophy at 
Wheaton College, addressed the faculty on the subject of Neo-Orthodory. 
The following article, based on his outline for the lecture, gives points 
of agreement between Neo-Orthodoxry and Modernism, and Dr, Kantzer’s 
answers to four questions with which he concluded his lecture. 


LL Neo-Orthodox thinkers accept 
the basic Modernistic criticisms of 
orthodoxy. 

1. They deny verbal inspiration in the 
sense of verbal inérrancy: 

“The orthodox doctrine of verbal in- 
spiration has been finally destroyed. It 
is clear that there is no connection be- 
tween it and scientific research and hon- 
esty: we are forced to make a decision 
for or against this viéw.’—Emil Brunner 
(“Mediator,” p. 105). 


2. They accept the critical views as 
to the origin of the Bible: 

“I myself am an adherent of a rather 
radical school of Biblical criticism— 
which, for example, dees not accept the 
Gospel of John as a historical source 
and which finds legend in many parts of 
the synoptic Gospels.”"—Emil Brunner 
(“The Theology ‘of Crisis,” p. 41). 

See also Rudolph Bultmann, the father 
of form-geschichte, a radical school of 
New Testament criticism. 

3. They admit many doctrinal errors 
in the Bible: 

“This ‘theology of the Apostles’ is not 
an absolute unity, but is presented in 
a series of different types of doctrine 
which differ considerably from one an- 
other.”—Emil Brunner (“The Christian 
Doctrine of God,” p. 12). 

4. They acknowledge doctrinal errors 
in the teaching of Christ: 

Jesus “. . . expected the historical in- 
terim between the first and second estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom to be short. In 
this error he was followed both by St. 
Paul and the early church. . . .”—Rein- 
hold Niebuhr (“Human Destiny,” pp. 49, 
50). 

5. They deny the validity of any ra- 
tional, logical, historical, or experimental 
evidences for the existence of God, the 
deity of Christ, and the truth of Chris- 
tianity: 

“A revelation which could be proved 


J would be 


no revelation.”—Brunner 
(“Mediator,” p. 201). 

6. The’ Christian revelation is not only 
unsupported by reason, but it is also con- 
trary to reason: * 

“For what is true in the Christian re- 
ligion can be expressed only in symbols 
which contain a certain degree of pro- 
visional and superficial deception.”—Nie- 
buhr (“Beyond Tragedy,” p.°3). 

“The object of faith is something 
which is absurd to reason, i.e., paradox; 
the hallmark of logical inconsistency 
clings to all genuine pronouncements of 
faith.”"—Brunner (“The Philosophy of 
Religion,” p. 55). 

“I do contradict myself. . . . Life is 
that way.”—Barth. (Letter to his friend 
Prof. Samuel Hamilton, several ‘years 
ago, regarding certain apparent contra- 
dictions in Barth’s commentary on Ro- 
mans.) 

7. God is essentially unknowable: 

“The assumption that Jesus is the 
Christ is, in the strictest sense of the 
word, an assumption, void of any content 
that can be comprehended by us.”—Barth 
(“The Epistle to the Romans,” p. 36.) 

Are Neo-Orthodox thinkers Christians? 
Only God knows the hearts of men; I 
do not. A belief in Christ, however, in- 
volves. an intellectual acceptance of 
Christ as the sufficient (divine) Saviour 
—a part of savinc faith. As I interpret 
Reinhold Niebuhr, he fejects this intel- 
lectual content of the Gospel. Barth and 
Brunner both say they accept it as true. 

Is Neo-Orthodoxy essentially the old 
Modernism? Neo-Orthodoxy accepts the 
old modernistic criticism of the founda- 
tion of the Christian faith, but it claims 
to accept also many individual Chris- 
tian doctrines rejected by the Modern- 
ists. In this it is undoubtedly less logical 
than the Modernist; but does, thereby, 

(Continued on page 640) 











630 (6) * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





July 31, 1954 


laternational Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. AUGUST 15. ‘SELF-DISCIPLINE FOR GROWTH (Temperance) 


Matthew 16:24, 25; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27,; 2 Timothy 2:3-5; Hebrews 12:1-4, printed text, Matthew 16:24, 25; 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Hebrews 12:1-4 


Golde Text.—If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.—Matt. 16:24 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. 
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and who- 
soever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 


1 Cor. 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may; 
obtain. ' 

25 And every man*that striveth for the mastery is tem- 
perate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 


lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway. 

Heb. 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us, 

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before him. endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. ’ 

3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 


crown; but we an incorruptible. 


26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as 


one that beateth the air: 


27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


CAN think of no better approach to 
this less6n than a presentation of the 
background of the three printed por- 


, tions. 


— 


The verses.in Matthew’s Gospel con- 
stitute the climax of a scene at Caesarea 
Philippi. In response to the inquiries of 
Jesus, Peter had made his great con- 
fession (Matt. 16:16), and received the 
warm commendation of the Lord (vs, 17- 
19). The time had now come to tell the 
disciples what lay before Him who was 
“the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
—not a crown, but a cross. But Peter 
would have none of it, and, in the flush 
of the recent commendations, undertook 
to impress upon Jesus the folly of the 
way of the cross (vs. 21, 22). Here, 
then, was a man, a disciple, who was re- 
jecting the cross for his Lord, and, by 
implication, for himself: Our first por- 
tion, then, stresses the way of the Cross 
as not only ordained for the Lord, but 
appointed for all who would be His fol- 
lowers. 

The passage which leads up to our por- 
tion in 1 Corinthians is one in which 
Paul defends and \maintains his apostle- 
ship, which was being disputed by cer- 
tain factions in Corinth. Here he gives 
his answer to those who examine him 
(9:3). It is a remarkable answer: not a 
recitation of great visions such as he 
gives in 2 Corinthians 12:1-5, nor a re- 
cital of the mighty deeds wrought at his 
hands. Two words might ¢pver his 
whole argument in this chapter—renun- 
ciation, and accommodation. He tells 
how, for the sake of the Gospel, he had 
renounced one right after another, fuh- 


minds, 


4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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damental hiuman rights (vs, 4-18). Then 
he relates-how he had become.a servant 
to all men, accommodating himself to 
their particular situations in order to win 
them to Christ (vs, 19-23). Surely we 
must see that there is something more 
apostolic in such renunciation, and in 
such accommodation, than in an exercise 
of authority or the doing of mighty 
works. On the basis of his own testi- 
mony he presents the Christian life as 
an athletic career, calling for discipline, 
and the avoidance of all self-pampering. 
Those to whom the Epistle to the He- 
brews was written were wavering in 
their faith, between intense persecution 
on the one hand, and the lure of the 
ancient ritual of the Temple on the other 
hand. The writer has presented the way 
of faith, illustrating it in the eleventh 
chapter by a whole series of the tri- 
umphs of faith, from Abel down through 
the centuries. Throughout, he has indi- 
cated ‘the endurance of those heroes of 
faith, and now he challenges the waver- 
ers to like patient endurance in the race, 
as they fix their eyes on Jesus, not on 
the persecutions, nor on the ritual of the 
Temple, which, for all its ancient sanc- 
tity, was even now passing away. This 
background should help in an under- 
standing of the lesson. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 16:24.—“If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” Examine 
this verse in the light of verses 21-23. 
Notice the three requirements for. one 
who would be of Christ’s company— 
denial of self, acceptance of the way: of 
the Cross, and making Christ his pattern, 


Verse 25.—“For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: and whosoever will 
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lose his life for my sake'shall find it.” 
This does not call f@r a reckless throw- 
ing away’ of life. Self-preservation is 
both gn instinct and a duty. But the man 
who puts self first will lose everythifig, 
while he who lives to fulfill the will and 
purposes of Christ will find life on the 
highest plane. 

1 Cor, 9:24.—“. .. they ... run all, but 
one receiveth the prize ...” Runners 
run to win, not just for the fun of it, 
So the Christian is called to a life 6f 
uttermost exertion if he would be classi- 
fied as a winner. 

Verse 25.—“And every man _ that 
striveth . . . is temperate in all things 
.,. they ...a corruptible crown... 
we an incorruptible.” Athletes who do 
not practice discipline of the bodily ap- 
petites are soon on the side lines. If 
a fading garland of laurel leaves was 
considered worth all the self-discipline, 
what about the eternal prize held out 
to the Christian? 


Verse 26.—“... so run... so fight I 

..” The two exercises of running and 
boxing are here in view. Paul’s running 
was toward a fixed and known goal, and 
his boxing was not fancy passes at a 
shadow. 

Verse .27—“I keep under my body 
... lest... when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway.” 
His own body was the object of, his 
boxing. This doés not mean that he 
physically pounded his body. It was a 
spiritual conflict, in which the body was 
reduced to the place of abject slave of 
the spirit, instead of.thé body’s being 
the spirit’s master. He knew that self- 
pampering would mean forfeiture of 
the prize. 


Heb, 12:1.—“.. . lay aside every weight 
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.. Tun with patience the race that is set 
before us.” The “cloud of witnesses” 
refers back to the worthies listed in the 
previous chapter, with many more their 
like, who testified of the faithfulness of 
God. Encumbrances are fatal to runners, 
So sinful indulgence is fatal to the 
Christian’s hope of being a winner. 

Verse 2.—“Looking unto Jesus . . . en- 
dured the cross . . . is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” As 
a first look at Jesus inspired faith unto 
salvation,’ so a steadfast look will perfect 
faith, enabling us to finish the race as 
winners as He did, even by way_of the 
Cross. 

Verse 3.—“. . . endured such contradic- 
tion of sinners against himself...” His 
was an obstacle race in very truth, and 
constant remembrance of His triumph 
will keep us from falling out of the race 
when the obstacles are hard to overcome, 

Verse 4—“Ye have not yet resisted 
unto blood, striving against sin.” ‘Is this 
a reference to the blood drops of Geth- 
semane, or the blood of Calvary? At 
any rate, our resistance of sin has not 
yet cost us much blood. Not many of us 
would rather die than offend. 


The Heart of the Lesson . 


There are many willing to come after 
Christ, but not willing to follow Him. 
For it is a very respectable thing to be 
associated with Christ, the great Teacher, 
the mighty Reformer, the fairest and 
purest of the children of meh. Being of 
the company of Christ marks one as not 
altogether irreligious, but as having some 
appreciation of higher and better things. 
But Christ is not looking for fans. He 
is looking for followers. He has a way 
of rebuffing the respectable, aesthetic 
crowd who want the prestige of being 
known as Christians. So He lays down 
the rules for those who would join His 
company: denial of self, acceptance of 
the Cross, and a following in His steps. 
The denial of self which He demands is 
not the sentimental, hypocritical self- 
denial which some indulge in occasion- 
ally as a bit of religious luxury, but a 
denial of one’s own desires, ambitions, 
and pursuits in favor of the will of God. 
Nor is taking up the Cross a mere stoic 
endurance of one’s afflictions, but a com- 
mittal of self to death, that it may be 
no longer we who live, but Christ in us 
(Gal, 2:20). Only then can we follow 
Christ in the way of selfless obedience. 

Paul likens the Christian life to the 
Grecian games, not because it is a 
matter of sport, but because of the in- 
tense earnestness with which the ath- 
letes took part. He noticed how they 
disciplined themselves, refusing indul- 
gences that would imperil their stamina 
and their speed and their alertness—all 
in hope of winning a wreath of leaves 
that would fade in a few days. Paul 
was able to affirm that he could match 
these Greek athletes in rigorous self- 
discipline,- but for higher ends. He was 


not engaged in an aimless jog trot, nor 
in shadowboxing. It was stern business 
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Last Week's Lesson 


6. August 8—Choosing the Best. 

Matthew 6:19-34; Galatians 5:16- 

23; Philippians 1:9-11; 4:8; 1 
Thessalonians 5:21, 22 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. August 22.—Christian Giving. 
Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2; 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 








to be a Christian, calling for the complete 
subjection of the body and its appetites 
to the will of the spirit. Many a 
preacher, many a Christian worker, has 
lost his crown for the sake of a few 
fleshly indulgences. May the Lord de- 
liver us! 

Our chief pattern, however, is not Paul, 
but Christ Himself. Paul can be added 
to the list of witnesses called up in He- 
brews 11'to testify that the life of faith 
is the life that wins, but only Christ is 
the author and perfecter of faith, the pio- 
neer and chief.winner of the race. Look- 
ing to Him, we receive more than inspi- 
ration and encouragement. We receive a 
direct inflow of divine enabling for the 
great test of endurance which ends at 
the throne‘of God. Live, looking, says 
Paul in his Letter to Titus (2:12, 13). 
Run, looking, is the exhortation of He- 
brews 12:1, 2. And in both cases the 
object of our fixed look is “the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


Outline of the Lesson * 
1. The Christian is called to a life of 
committal (Matt. 16:24, 25). 
2. The Christian is called to a life of 
_ discipline (1 Cor. 9:24-27). 
3. The Christian is called to a life of 
endurance (Heb, 12:1-4). 








Questions for Teacher and Clas 
By J. C, Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT teaching did the Lord Jesus 
introduce to His disciples at Caes- 
area Philippi? 

2. What is the difference between self- 
denial and denial of self? 

3. What cross does Christ command us 
to take up? 

4. What two athletic sports does Paul 
use as illustrations of the Christian life? 

5. What sort of crown did the winner 
in Grecian games re@eive? 

6. What was Paul’s answer to those 
who examined him with respect to his 
apostleship? ‘ 

7. In what kind of boxing did Paul en- 
gage? 

8. Who are the “cloud of witnesses” re- 
ferred to in Hebrews 12:1? 

9. What danger was besetting the 
Christians addressed in the Hebrews 
Epistle? ’ 

10. Who is our chief poten of the 
Christian race? 


(Answers on page 638) 








* (7) 637 


Topics for Development 

Saving and Losing. Jesus teaches us that 
to save one’s life is to lose it, and to lose 
it is to save it. Just what does He mean? 
It certainly cannot mean that we are to 
go directly counter to a basic instinct 
which is common to both man and beast 
—that of self-preservation. Indeed, in 
the case of man, who is a moral being, 
self-preservation becomes a duty. Fool- 
hardy courting of destruction is no part 
of the normal life of a man. But when 
high duty calls, one who shrinks from the 
risks and dangers involved has lost his 
very soul (the word translated “life” in 
Matt. 16:25 is psuche, soul), while the 
man who abandons himself to the per- 
formance of duty, whatever the cost, has 
preserved and ennobled his soul. If all 
this is so in an earthly sense, how much 
more true is it in the eternal, spiritual 
sense! Whosoever refuses to follow 
Christ because of the cost may write a 
worldly success story,' but he has lost 
himself, his life is a zero, and, in the 
full and Biblical sense, he is a lost soul. 
But he who catches the vision of a life 
lived for Christ and His Kingdom, and 
renounces all his own schemes and 
dreams and ambitions in order to em- 
brace such a life, has truly saved both 
his soul and his life, for he knows the 
salvation of the Lord, and his life on 
earth will count for eternity. 

Boxing. If this lesson writer is per- 
mitted to express a personal opinion, he 
frankly declares that he regards boxing 
as a sport unworthy of a Christian. In 
other sports, there is always the risk of 
being hurt, and a good athlete will accept 
the risk and not whimper if he gets hurt; 
but in such cases it is not the aim of the 
sport to hurt. It is different in boxing. 
The whole game there is to hurt the 
other fellow, and to hurt him so badly 
that he cannot continue the fight. I can- 
not imagine the divine approval on such 
a “sport.” 

Nevertheless, Paul uses boxing as an 
illustration of the Christian life, telling 
us that he keeps pummelling his body 
(1 Cor. 9:27). Now it would be foolish 
to take this literally, and those who use 
this verse to support the practice of self- 
inflicted torment, common in Roman 
Catholic countries such as the Philip- 
pines, are surely lacking in exegetical 
and hermeneutical sense. Certainly’Paul 
did not go out to preach with two black 
eyes inflicted on himself in a round of 
self-torment! The body here stands for 
the fleshly appetites, which Paul curbed 
by strict discipline, so that he would be 
in top shape for the high exertions of 
the Christian life and apostdélic ministry. 
A pampered life is never a useful life. 


Practical Applications 

Christ wants followers who are willing 
to be fools and outcasts for His sake, 
rather than mere respectable adherents. 

Your life is a*trust—keep it; your life 
is a stewardship—expend it, 

The Christian life is not an. easy jog 
trot, but a race to be won. 


i 
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Do not allow self-indulgences to sap 
your spiritual stamina. The life that 
wins is a life of discipline. 

There is a saving look (Isa. 45:22), a 
transforming look (2 Cor. 3:18), and a 


winning look (Heb. 12:2). Have you 
looked? Are you looking? Look now! 
Golden Text 


Matt. 16:24—“, . . let him deny him- 
Self...” Study Peter’s denial of Christ, 
and practice it all on yourself. That is 
what is meant here, not just depriving 
one’s self of a few unnecessary luxuries 
—during Lent!—but saying of one’s self, 
“I know not the man,” “I refuse to rec- 
ognize him or have dealings with him.” 


Evmuvrst, IL. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Look, Ye .Saints, the Sight Is Glorious” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
merciful Father, we praise Thee for Thy 
great faithfulness toward us, and for Thy 
perfect trustworthiness. For this day of 
rest and gladness, for its privileges of 
Christian worship, prayer, and instruc- 
tion, we thank Thee, and we ask for 
humble, thankful, and teachable hearts 
to come before Theé in true worship and 
to receive Thy Word for our profit. Bless 
our homes with Thy presence, with 
Christian love, and the spirit of mutual 
helpfulness. Purify and strengthen Thy 
Church and extend the knowledge of the 
Saviour to all men, sending forth Thy 
chosen ones to take the tidings of salva- 
tion to those who are lost. Bless and use 
our own missionaries, supported by our 
gifts and prayers, and help us to show 
the spirit of sacrifice in Thy service that 
they show. Put from us the love of ease, 
money, worldly success, and pleasure, 
and let love to Christ dominate our 
whole lives. Forgive all wherein we fall 
short of Thy will, cleansing us from all 
unrighteousness and strengthening us to 
live faithfully and obediently in all 
things. Remember our nation’s leaders 
in their need of wisdom and guidance. 
Bless the sick and afflicted with Thy sup- 
port, and bring in the better day of Thy 
Kingdom soon, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Never get the idea 
that the Christian life is easy. Today’s 
lesson shows that Christ demands of His 
disciples the self-discipline and the in- 
tense concentration an athlete shows in 
competing in Some great contest. Though 
our Lord promises rest to our souls, He 
also calls us to deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, and follow Him. , 

When Adoniram Judson went to India 
in 1812 there went with him a young man 
named Gordon Hall. Without once re- 
turning home, he stayed in that mission- 
ary land and “burned like a steady 
flame for twelve years.” The year before 
he died he had to send his wife and two 
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sick sons to the homeland, one boy dying 
en route. When his wife urged Hall to 
go back with them, he said: “I am in 
good health. I am able to preach Christ 
to the perishing souls about me...I 
will remain and pray for you all and 
labour here in my Master’s cause.” The 
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next year, this self-denying man of God 
died of cholera while trying to help the 
stricken people in a district where that 
disease was raging. Gordon Hall lost his 
life for Christ and the Gospel, but he 
laid the foundation of the Christian 
church in that part of India, and by that 
he found his Jife, realizing the: purpose 
for which God had given him life. 

The strength of the powers of darkness 
is such today that every Christian should 
face the possibility of having to suffer 
for Christ’s sake. Unless we learn to 
deny ourselves and discipline ourselves 
to serve Him amid the tests coming to 
us now, how shall we be able to stand 
firm in the greater tests that could come? 
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Let us seek no armchair Christianity, 
but learn to bear hardship as good sol- 
diers of Jesus Christ. 

Caucary, AtTa., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ .. let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross .” (Matt. 16:24).—The 
Apostle Peter’s advice to the Lord was, 
“Pity Thyself” or “Save Thyself,” but 
the Lord’s word to Peter and to us is, 
“Deny self.” Refraining from the en- 
joyment of certain things well pleasing 
to the flesh is not the thought, but it is 
rather the denying of self altogether. It 
is self-abnegation. 

Abstaining from eating meat one day 
and sweets on other days is not what the 
Lord here names as the cost of disciple- 
ship. Self and Christ are opposites. ‘The 
language of a genuine disciple is, “Not I, 
but Christ.” 

Meekly bearing the burdens of life is 
not the meaning of “taking up his cross.” 
A brother said, “I have a wayward sony 
that, is my cross.” It would have come 
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as a shock to him to be told: “No, that 
is not your cross—that is a burden, to 
be sure—but if that son were to turn 
Communist, let us say, and threaten to 
kill you for your confession of Christ, 
that would be your cross, P 

Anybody seen carrying a cross in Bible 
times was on his way to the place of ex- 
ecution—either as a criminal or as a 
Christian bearing testimony to Christ. 
Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 

Were still in heart and conscience free; 
How sweet would be their children’s fate, 

If they, like them, could die for Thee! 

The passage we are considering is very 
real to Christians in Central and South 
America, in Spain, and in other countries 
where they are called upon to seal their 
testimony with their life’s blood. 

The following is taken from the June 
issue of the Prophetic Word: 

“Murder, kidnapping, or torture is the 
lot of many Christians in Southern Cel- 
ebes, just east of Borneo. Roving bands 
of rebel Moslems have forced at least 
6,500 professing Christians, to accept Is- 
lam under penalty of death. More than 
a score of churches have been closed, or 
converted into mosques. ' The marauders 
have’ burned thousands of Bibles or torn 
them into strips for cigarettes. Against 
these rebels the government of Indonesia 
has long planned control measures, but 
thus far it has been powerless to act. 
First Deputy Premier Wongsonegoro ex- 
pressed the government’s regrets for this 
mounting violence. Of Indonesia’s 80,- 
000,000 people 4,000,000 are listed as 
Christian.” 

In our country, public opinion is op- 
posed to violent persecution of a citizen 
because of his religion: nevertheless, the 
spirit of such discipleship, at least, must 
be found with us in order to abide the 
test. 

“And every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things .. .” 
(1 Cor. 9:25).—In this section of our les- 
son, the Christian is viewed as an athlete 
with a race apd a fight before him. 

The Apostle Paul, in this portion, is 
not expounding the way of salvation, 
but revealing the disciplinary measures 
which all who profess to be Christians 
should practice. He was comparing him- 
self with one of the contestants in the 
Isthmian games—with which the Corin- 
thians were well acquainted. 

The combatants were characterized by 
zeal, purpose, and temperance. They did 
not indulge themselves, but kept them- 
selves to a very strict diet and discipline. 

This being Temperance Lesson, it is 
apropos that attention be called to the 
fact that alcohol is taboo to athletes in 
training. 

“There is no diséase in the world for 
which alcohol is a cure,” said Dr. How- 
ard A. Kelly. “It does undeniably cause 
thousands of cases of disease. Its use is 
ruinous to the kidneys, liver, heart, and * 
smaller blood vessels, and gives rise to 
that most common fatality, high blood 
pressure. All this has been proved by 
innumerable tests. Two men may play 


- 
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tennis or chess equally well. Give one 
of them a-single drink and he will be 
easily defeated by the one who abstains.” 

Teen-age drinking is a problem in New 
Jersey. Drunkenness and rowdyism 
have created serious problems at so 
many school athletic contests that a 
State Senate committee is considering a 
bill to outlaw drinking or the transporta- 
tion of liquor at all interscholastic 
events. “The athletic field is virtually 
littered with empty bottles,” one mother 
testified. 

The prize before the disciplined and 
successful athlete in the Isthmian games 
was a “corruptible crown”—the wither- 
ing leaves or branches of trees, of olive, 
bay, or laurel; but we have an incorrupt- 
ible crown before us. Therefore it be- 
comes us so to run, and so to fight, as to 
win that crown. 

At the Bema, or Judgment Seat of 
Christ, our lives as Christians will be 
reviewed. If we have run the race and 
fought the good fight of faith, according 
to our Lord’s will, we will be crowned. 
If we have not so done, we will be dis- 
approved—or go uncrowned. 

The secret of success is looking unto 
Jesus, not at persons and things around 
us. 

Wawona, CAatir. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, aviation students are put 
through some rigid ground training 
before they are permitted to occupy the 


cockpit, even with an experienced pilot.¢ 


Then follows a series of flights sitting 
alongside the pilot trainer. In course of 
time the student is permitted to handle 
the plane himself, in company with the 
trainer. Finally, he is allowed to make 
his first solo flight. It is an epochal 
event in a flier’s life when, sitting alone 
in the cockpit, he opens the throttle and 
courses down the runway to take off un- 
accompanied, unaided, into the sky and 
over the slipping landscape far below. 

What would you think of a fellow, 
scheduled for that first solo flight, if you 
saw him guzzling a bottle of beer just 
before going out on the landing field to 
take his place at the controls? Or if 
you saw him, the night before, carousing 
into the small hours of the morning? I 
know very well what you would think 
of him—and I am sure it would not com- 
pliment him. 

Fellows, every day of your life has in 
it possibilities for disaster and possibil- 
ities for glorious living greater than the 
possibilities in the student aviator’s solo 
flight—yes, far greater. This is true in 
the physical realm alone, without taking 
imto consideration the vastly more im- 
portant spiritual implications. 

When you pull on your socks in the 
morning, you may well occupy your 
mind with the possibilities of the day you 
are just beginning to spend. I say ‘“pos-. 
sibilities” advisedly, for you can only 






* (9) 


633 


deal with possibilities concerning your 
physical welfare; you may make a fair 
guess, but nothing is certain. Not long 
ago a fellow started out of his room to 
breakfast and an airplane out of control 
plunged through the roof between him 
and the dining room. In the next few 
minutes he was in an ambulance on his 
way to the hospital, while ‘the fire de- 
partment wrestled with the situation at 
his house. What. a surprise! True, it 
was a rare incident, but there are .count- 
less incidents ranging from rare to or- 
dinary poised for the exact moment 
which you may have planned for some- 
thing entirely different. The only thing 
you can actually know is the past and 
the present; and some of that is not easy 
to analyze. But the future you. cannot 
know; your next moment is now as im- 
menetrable as a stone wall. You've got 
to get into it before you can be sure of 
what it is like. 


To a serious-minded feHow such un- 
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certainty would be nerve-racking and in- 
tolerable were it not for the fact that 
there are some certain simple rules of- 
fered in the Word of God, presented in 
our lesson text today, whereby he may 
meet victoriously any situation which 
may arise, no matter how threatening. 
“In all thy ways acknowledge him, -and 
he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:6). 
“And thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in 
it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 30:21). 
“Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall: ~but they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength;~they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:30, 31). 
A few years ago at an aviation train-® 
ing field in Florida it was my privilege 
to talk Sunday afternoons to the boys 
who were working for their “wings.” 
The schedule was rigid, and some of the 
boys became discouraged; but they spe- 
cially liked one of the choruses used, 
which runs this way: 
When your fears grow mountain high 
And would block your pathway, 
Wait, O wait upon the Lord, 
Believing while you pray. 
Then your eagle wings will grow; 
Up, up, up, up, up you'll go; 
Over, hallelujah, over! 
With the mountains far below! - 
“Self-Discipline for Growth” is our les- 
son. We are on our own from the very 
start, and decisions must be made fre- 
quently—sometimes on the spur of the 
moment. I was interested recently in 
Stan Musial’s comments on “batting 
technique,” in which he said there is an 
interval between the instant the ball 
leaves the pitcher’s hand and the instant 
it reaches the batting area—a split sec- 
ond—in which the batter must decide 
the handling of the bat. The pitcher’s 
sudden changes of pace and form make it 
impossible to decide earlier. The action 
is fast. Precision is vital. That is much 
like the game of life. How fine it is that 
the Holy Spirit, our mentor and -guide, 
knows exactly what we should do, and 
what we should not do, and is right there 
to tell us! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
ws 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
He Met the Requirements.—If any man 

will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me 
(Matt. 16:24, Golden Text). At three 
o’clock one wintry morning, a mission- 
ary Candidate climbed the steps to the 
examiner’s home. He was shown into 
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the study, where he waited until eight 
o’clock for an interview. Upon arriv- 
ing, the old clergyman proceeded to ask 
questions. “Can you spell?” “Yes, sir,” 
was the reply. “All right—spell baker.” 
“Baker—b-a-k-e-r.” “Fine. Now do you 
know anything about figures?” the ex- 
aminer inquired. “Yes, sir—something.” 
“How*much is twice two?” “Four,” re- 
plied the lad. “That’s splendid,” re- 
turned the old man. “I believe you have 
passed. I’ll see the board tomorrow.” 
At the board meeting the man submitted 
his account of the interview. “He has 
all the qualifications of a missionary,” 
he began. “First, I tested him on self- 
denial. I told him to be at my house at 
three o’clock in the morning. He left a 
warm bed and came out in the cold with- 
out a word of complaint. Second, I tried 
him out on promptness. He appeared on 
time. Third, I examined him on patience. 
I made him wait five hours to see me, 
after telling him to come at’ three. 
Fourth, I tested him on temper. He 
failed to show any sign of it; he didn’t 
even question my delay. Fifth, I tried 
his humility. I asked him questions that 
a five-year-old child could answer, and 
he showed no indignation. So you see, 
I believe this lad meets the require- 
ments. He will make the missionary 
we need.”—From, Gospel Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


A Higher Allegiance.—For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it: and whoso- 
ever will lose his life for my sake shall 
find it (Matt. 16:25). Frederick the Great 
loved practical jokes, considering noth- 
ing too sacred for poking fun. During 
a banquet given for a group of his of- 
ficers and generals, only one of which 
was a Christian—General Von Zealand, 
as conversation lagged, Frederick the 
Great told an ugly story that reflected 
viciously on Christ and Christianity. As 
he finished, General Von Zealand rose 
and spoke: “Sire, I love and admire you 
greatly. I have won thirty-one battles 
for you, and I’d willingly give my life 
if necessary for your happiness and suc- 
cess: There is, however, one whom I 
love more than I do you—my Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. You have sullied His dear 
name, and spoken contemptuously of 
Him. I beg you most humbly never to 
speak of Him again as you have just 
spoken.” A hush fell over the group. 


‘ Frederick the Great quietly and ear- 


nestly asked to be forgiven; then quietly 
dismissed them. It was a triumphant 
hour for the noble Christian, but he 
stood in danger of losing his life—From 
the Teacher. Sent by Mrs. C, D. Rhymes, 
Monticello, Miss. 


Does It Pay?—So run, that ye may ob- 
tain (1 Cor. 9:24). A certain man said, 
“When I’ve two quarts on board, I feel 
as if I could knock a house down.” His 
neighbor remarked dryly, “While he’s 
been having the feeling that, he can 
knock a house down, I’ve been saving 
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mioney and putting two houses up.”— 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


No Appearance of Evil.—Temperate in 
all things (1 Cor. 9:25). The temperance 
movement spread. All over India Miss 
Campbell and her worker's went organ- 
izing societies. On their way many un- 
usual incidents happened... At one town 
where Miss Campbell stopped, she was 
entertained at lunch by the magistrate 
who laughingly excused himself for not 
serving soda water, the universal drink, 
by saying: “I have had to give that up. 
I have always carried soda water with 
me on my trips, as I did not wish to 
drink the water from the wells. But 
since joining the temperance society, I 
have found that our people associate 
soda water with whiskey, and _ that, 
though I drank only soda water, word 
was circulated that I was drinking whis- 
key. So now, Miss Sahiba, I just drink 
water no matter where I am, and trust 


- to God to keep me well—From the 


Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Running With Perseverance.—I there- 
fore so run, not as uncertainly (1 Cor. 
9:26). Everybody knows of the dog Tow- 
ser. “The poor dog is tired out,” said Mary, 
as the farmer came into the yard, and 
Towser, covered with the dust of the 
road, dropped panting upon the grass. 
“*Tisn’t the journey he had to make that 
tired him,” laughed the farmer. “He’s 
used himself up by zig-zagging from one 
side of the road to the other, and tendin’ 
to everything that didn’t concern him. 
He couldn’t pass a gate without running 
through it, to see what was on the other 
side, nor see a hen anywhere along the 
road without feelin’ called upon to chase 
her. Every dog that barked started him 
to barkin’, and everything that moved 
took him out of his way to find out 
what it was and where it was goin’. No 
wonder he’s tired.” We should all be 
a little less weary, and we should all 
live a little longer and a little more 
pleasantly, if we ran the race of life 
steadily and in company with our divine 
Lord.—From “A Tuft of Comet’s Hair,” 
by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Making Me Mind Me.—I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection 
(1 Cor, 9:27). A little girl who had 
fallen down and hurt herself while play- 
ing in the yard ... began to cry. But 
soon she appeared at the doorway and, — 
smiling through her tears, said, “Mother, 
I’ve found out something. I don’t have 
to cry. I can say,‘ ‘Stop that,’ and 


I can make me mind me.”—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Oh Whom Are Your Eyes Fixed?— 
Looking unto Jesus (Heb. 12:2). Here is 
a young man carrying something through 
a crowded Eastern market place. It is 
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a vessel with water in it. His face is 
earnest and intent; he does not allow 
his eye to wander for a moment to what 
is going on around him. His teacher 
has told him to carry the vessel full of 
water—full to the very brim—through 
the market place, and to bring it back 
without having spilled a drop. And now 
the young man returns, pleased and tri- 
umphant, because he ,has succeeded in 
obeying the command. Not a single drop 
had been lost. The teacher praises him 
and asks him what he saw as he was 
passing through the market place. “Saw!” 
cries the young man. “Why, I saw noth- 
ing!” “How can that be?” replies the 
teacher, “for I know that the very time 
you were passing through the bazaar, 


.the Sultan with some of his chief at- 


tendants went by.” “That may be,” said 
the young man, “but how could I see 
anything or anybody when I had my 
eyes fixed upon the water the whole 
time, and could think of nothing but 
how to carry it without spilling, as you 
told me.” “Ah,” said the teacher, “now 
you understand how we may be so en- 
tirely occupied with some work God 
has given us to do as to be quite un- 
conscious of the sinful pleasures of the 
world which strive to attract our atten- 
tion, as we are passing through them— 
“looking unto Jesus.”—Source unknown. 
Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, 
mu. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OW many of you have ever been in 

a race? How many~*of you have 
won a race? I see all of you have raced, 
but not all have won. Why didn’t you 
all win? (Because others did better.) 
That’s just it. Everyone can’t win, and 
nearly always there is someone who ex- 
cels*us. But today we are going to talk 
about a race in which everyone who runs 
may win. 


Several times in the Bible the Chris-* 


tian life is referred to as a race, or an 
athletic contest. We are going to look 
at two such passages. But first turn to 
Matthew 16:24, 25, and read it together. 
Here we find the motive for entering the 
race—the desire to follow Christ; the 
training—denying oneself, taking up the 
cross, and following Christ; the result— 
life used in the service of the Lord but 
found again with fullness of joy in His 
presence. 

Now let us read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
in unison. Here we learn some of the 
rules. The racer must be temperate in 
all things, keeping his body in subjection 
to\him. One of our former high school 
athletes used to drop in to see us in the 
evening. Several times we offered him 
refreshments, but always he said, “No, 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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’ 
thank you! I’m in training, you know.” 
He liked ice cream and other things just 
as much as any of us, but he denied him- 
self that he might not hinder his racing. 

The Christian girl who really wants a 
victorious Christian life must deny her- 
self some things that other peeple con- 
sider harmless. There was nothing 
wrong with the refreshments we offered 
Dale, but he knew that indulging in them 
would hinder him in the race. If we 
are going to win the Christian race we 
must learn to ask about things, “What is 
the good of it?” A Christian should do 
only the things that do good to herself 
or that will be a blessing to others. If 
we understand that to start with, many 
questions are taken care of at once: for 
instance, drinking and smoking. We do 
not have to argue about how much or 
how little harm these things do. Cer- 
tainly ‘they are not for our good, and if 
we indulge in them our example will 
harm others. But as we grow in the 
Christian life, we discover that there are 
many pleasant and happy things to do 
that are good for ourselves and helpful 
to others, 

Now. turn to Hehrews 12 and read the 
first four verses. Here again we see that 
we must lay aside weights as well as sins 
to win in the Christian race. A weight 
is anything that holds us back. A 
worldly young woman got saved, but she 
kept on dancing for a time. One day she 
said, “The more I enjoy the things of 
the Lord, the less I care for dancing, and 
the more I go to dances the less interest 
I have in the things of the Lord” She 
had discovered that dancing was a 
weight in her life, and she gave it up. 
After that she made rapid progress in 
her Christian life. 

We have been hearing a little each 
week about the children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee, missionaries to India, who were 
killed in a landslide more than fifty 
years ago. We've heard something about 
all of them except the eldest girl. I 
kept her story until today, because it 
seems to illustrate this lesson. 

Vida Lee was an honest, affectionate 
little girl, but she had a terrible temper. 
If something made her angry, there was 
no telling what she might say or do. 
She was punished for it again and again, 
but seemed unable to control herself. 
She was always sorry afterward, but she 
could not undo the harm she had done. 

Vida was converted when she was 
eleven years old, and after that there was 
a change in her. She still could not 
control her temper, but she was now in 
touch with Someone who could. And 
she set to work in earnest to bring her 
body into subjection with His help, She 
decided that she must begin each day 
with the reading of God’s Word and 
prayer. She called this her “Watch and 
Pray” time. She seldom omitted it. An 
entry in her diary one day says, “I 
missed my ‘Watch and Pray’ time this 
morning so have not been happy.” In 
addition to her morning devotions Vida 
decided that she needed regular Bible 
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No tuition, moderate expenses 


Address inquiries to the Dean 





Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate School of Theology 
A denominationally unrelated seminary now in 
30th year offering four-year sta theological 
curriculum for college Aa joading to Th.M., 
graduate work toward Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Recogni government. 


Dr. John F. Walvoord, President 
Write Registrar: 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 





DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 
17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


Courses; Standard—Bible, Missions, Music, Chris- 
tian > Micestion iy fecal 5-year Bible- Theology 
Course. Scholarly acuity. sound Bible teaching, 
spacious c in omina- 
tional. Write for om. ol 








Want to be a nurse? 


Fort Wayne Bible College, in co-speesie with an 
approve ow! Wayne hospital, offers a 5-year 
course . . . leads to R.N. and sdhalr of Science in 


Missionary Nursing Service. A Christian pro- 
gram for Christian service. 


Write for special nurses folder 


Fort Wayne Bible College 
‘ 814 West Rudisill Boulevard 


Fort Wayne 6 - - - © « Indiana 


GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 
A ire eat ~~ growing net peed y ¥ grace. 

te courses of your choice— 
iate degree ee 


Also diploma courses—3 years. Tuition 
Catalog free. Investigate now. 


Harold D. Burkholder, M.A., B.D., D.D., Pres. 
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study, so she set aside a certain time 
each day for that. Sometimes she would 
read a whole book of the Bible in that 
period, and again she would follow one 
subject through the Bible. Vida’s tem- 
per came under control so entirely that 
her parents felt safe in leaving her in 
charge of the younger children, and she 
was faithful to that trust. 

Vida became interested in bringing 
others to Christ that they might find 
in Him the peace and deliverance from 
sin which she experienced. A few 
months after she was saved she said to 
an unhappy-looking man, “You look sad. 
It’s because you don’t know Jesus.” He 


wrote and told this to her parents after 


the disaster, and said it was those few 
words which led him to Christ. When 
Vida was only sixteen she started a Sun- 
day school for native children, and soon 
had seventy-five pupils. She studied and 
worked and prayed to make this school 
a blessing to all who came. She wanted 
the children not only to be saved but 
also to learn self-control, which she re-. 
alized was so necessary in the Christian* 
life. 

Wilbur told his parents that on the 
night of the landslide the older ones had 
realized that the house might fall, and 
Vida’s great concern was to take care of 
the younger ones. She tried to lead 
them to safety in every direction, but 
they were met on one side of the house 
with an impassable flood and on the 
other with a mountain of rock, dirt, and 
uprooted trees. There was a terrific wind, 
pouring rain, and inky darkness, so she 
led them back to the house. She said, 
“God can save us together or He can take 
us together.” Wilbur said, “Oh, Vida’s 
face, Mamma! It shone like an angel’s!” 
Although she was only seventeen she 
had so disciplined herself and learned to 
know God, that she was able to be faith- 
ful to the end. Whether our lives ‘are 
long or short, may we do the same. 


FERNDALE, Wasi. 
pn 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Learning To Do Right 
(1 Cor. 9:24, 25; 2 Tim. 2:4, 5) 
ONSIDER taking the class to a spot 
overlooking the athletic field. Weigh 
the circumstances well, for some classes 
get out of hand. Will the field be in use 
and so too distracting? Ask a high 
school boy active in sports to tell about 
his training program. Let him contrib- 
ute to the discussion. Have a wreath 
made of leaves or trailing evergreens 
found in the woods to illustrate the prize 
in Paul’s day. 

What are the most interesting sports 
in our community? Do the boys train 
for many hours? Do big crowds come to 
see the games? Does the team almost 


kill itself to win? . 
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In Bible days, instead of baseball, foot- 


‘ball, and basketball, there were great 


athletic contests called games. They in- 
cluded foot races, horse racing with char- 
iots, wrestling, boxing, and fighting with 
swords. There were holidays for every- 
one when the games were on. Such 
crowds of people to watch and cheer! 
Such excitement! How hard every one 
of the contestants worked to win the 
match! What was the prize? A garland 
of leaves to wear on his head. But what 
praise and honor were given him! It was 
worth all the hard work! 

Tom has a message from Paul about 
the games. (He reads from a scroll 1 
Cor. 9:24, 25.) Now put on your thinking 
caps. What does Paul mean when he 
tells us Christians to run? Does he mean 
for Tom to use his legs and run across 
the field? Does he mean for Tom to try 
as hard to be a true Christian every min- 
ute of his life as he would try to be a 
fast runner every minute of a race? 
What does Paul mean by being tem- 
perate in all things? Mr. Athlete will 
tell us the things he has to be temperate 
about or give up. Now about the prize. 
“Corruptible” means a crown that wilts. 
What does “incorruptible” mean? What 
kind of crown will we get if wé live a 
Christian life as hard as a racer runs? 
Heavenly things cannot be described in 
earthly words. But your Bible refer- 
ences this week have what God tells 
about it, 

Did you notice? Not everyone who~ 
runs gets a prize. There may be some 
boys and giris right here who are Chris- 
tian enough to come to Sunday school, 
but they don’t live and run for the Lord 
weekdays at play and school. Will they 
be good enough runners to get a crown? 
You've got to be “all out” for Christ to 
win, growing stronger day by day. 
That’s why we have our measuring stick! 
Yes, we do have to give up some things: 
having our own way, lying, going some 
places other boys and girls go. But it 
will be worth it when we get the prize! 

Sally has another message from Paul 
about getting that crown (2 Tim. 2:4, 5). 
What would you think of a soldier’s 
working in a factory when he was sup- 
posed to be on guard duty? What would 
happen to him? Would the racer who 
did not keep the rules, but tripped up 
someone, get the prize even if he got 
to the tape first? So our Memory Verse 
reminds us: “Do that which is right and 
good in the sight of the Lord” (Deut. 6: 
18). For our next week of training for 
this Christian race, we might put R on. 
our measuring ‘stick. What could that 
stand for? (Race, right, rules.) Then 
run right by God’s rules while you help 
at home and play with your family and 
pals. A Christian every minute! Hard? 
Sure! But are you a good sport, or just 
a lazy fan? Remember who gets the 
crown some day. (Here are your train- 
ing O¥ders for this week: 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 
2 Tim. 2:1, 3-5; Jas, 1:12; Rev. 2:10; 1 Pet, 
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5:4; Rev. 3:10, 11; 2 Tim. 4:7, 8) Are 
you on the Lord’s team or the Devil’s? 
(Make armbands of wide elastic tape. 
Paste or mark on them a contrasting X, 
the Greek letter for the Ch of Christ. 
Perhaps one could make the X of two 
strips of red reflecting tape.) 
Orono, MAINE. 
ve 


For Primary Teachers’ 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OTHER was sitting on the front 

porch on a hot Saturday afternoon. 
She kept looking down the street wait- 
ing for her children to come home. She 
was always glad to see them at the day’s 
end. But on this particular day she was 
especially anxious to see Jimmy. This 
was the day of the big swimming races. 
And Jimmy was in the biggest race. 
Every weekday all] summer, late in the 
afternoon when he had finished his jobs 
—cutting Mrs. Baker’s lawn each week, 
errands for sick Mrs, Wertz, and many, 
many other things—and had done all the 
chores that were his around the house, 
he rushed down to the lake to practice 
his swimming. 

Mother kept thinking of what had hap- 
pened just a year ago. Jimmy had been 
in the races that day, too. And through 
the summer, whenever he could, he had 
hurried down to the lake. But instead 
of practicing swimming, he played in the 
water with the other children. They 
played ball, held their noses to see who 
could stay under the water longest, and 
lots of things like that. And they had 
fun. Lots of it! But practice swime 
ming? Never! , . 

Because Jimmy had been in the water 
a lot, he had entered the races last year, 
too. And Mother could still see him in 
her mind as he had come home from 
the lake that day. He walked into the 
heuse, sat down on the floor to look at 
the funnies, and all of a sudden started 
to cry. Great big seven-year-old Jimmy 
cried! He had lost tbe race, and he was 
too disappointed even to talk with any- 
one. 

Mother could still remember how she 
had talked with him that night after 
prayers when ht had settled down in his 
bed. “Jimmy,” she had said, “if you 
want to win a race, you have to prac- 
tice. The Apostle Paul, who lived so 
very long ago, told us that. Paul knew 
all about races and prizes. That is why 
he wrote in his Letter to the Corinthian 
Christians: ‘Do you not know that in 
a race the runners all run, but only one 
can get the prize? You must run in 
such a way that you can get the prize. 
Any man who enters an athletic contest 
practices rigid self-control in training. 
... I keep on beating and bruising my 
body and making it my slave, so that 
I, after I have summoned others to the 
race, may not myself become unfit to 
run’ (1 Cor. 9:24, 25, 27, Williams’ Trans- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* (13) 637 














Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 
Zellwood, Florida 

Creates in the students godly ambition and Chris- 

tian purpose. 

Stimulates concentration and mental application. 

Furnishes Christian companionship. 


Write Dr. P. W. DuBose, President 


SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 
R.F.D. 2, Box 345 Pikeville, Kentucky 
3-year diploma course in Bible, Christian Educa- 
tion, Missions, Music. 

2-year arial Course including Bible and 
istian Education subjects or Music. 

Inspiri location in the Southern Highlands. 
Founded on faith, Catalog free. 


Rev. J. S. Otteson, President 





KING’S COLLEGE 


Percy B. Crawford, President 
King’s College, Delaware 


When thinking of a Christian college think of King’s 


High scholarship on a smal! college campus 
4-year Liberal Arts Courses 
2-year Secretarial Courses 


Self Help Work Program 
Write for catalog 


STERLING COLLEGE 
Sterling, Kansas 
A four-year co-educational, liberal arts college, 
with strong emphasis on scholarship and the de- 
elopment of a well ded Christian character. 
Write for catalog and illustrated folders. Address: 
Dr. William M. McCreery, President 
Dept. 84S Sterling, Karas 








MARION COLLEGE 
Marion, Indiana 
Educational opportunity on a Christian campus. 
Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teacher preparation, and 
Theological education. Degrees offered—A.B., 
B.S. in Ed., A.B. with Religion Major, the “Five 
year Th.B.” In the Wesleyan tradition. 
A catalog on request. 
Wm. F. McConn, President 


, 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 
“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from eighteen states and seven 
foreign countries. 45-acre campus, accessible by 
car ortrain. Thirty-third year begins Sept. 17. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 


Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





Northeastern Bible Institute 

Essex Fells, N. J. 
3-year daytime courses majoring in Bible, Mis- 
sions and Sacred Music; offering also a course in 
Mirsionary Aviation leading to CAA private and 
commercial pilot’s license. 
Beautiful 13-acre campus in residential northern 
New Jersey only 45 minutes from Times Square, 
New 

Chas. W. Anderson, President 
Write for catalogue 


Western Baptist Bible College 


Train for service in our Missions 
Mus: 


Christian 
Education, Pastoral, and ic Courses. ‘ 


Write President H. O. Van Gilder for details of 
three or four year courses. 
Ask for FREE Catalog. 


528 Thirty-third St. Dept. ST Oakland, Call. 





Philadelphia Bible Institute 
1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President 
Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Send for illustrated catalog to: 


LAURENCE A. LUFBURROW, Director of 
Admissions, Room 204, 1800 Arch St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


Western Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary 


Graduate Theological School offering courses 

leading to M.R.E., B.D., and Th.M. degrees. 
llege t offering 3-year courses lead- 

ing to B.R. Mead TAB. deaveos for sandonse ith 


60 of prerequisite liberal arts. 
Catalog on request 
5511 S.E. Hawthorne Bivd. Portland 15, Oregon 





PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Majors in Bible, Missions, . 
Christian Education, Music, 
Victorious Christian Living. 
800 on foreign fields 
@ Low rates - - - Write for catalog 
Three Hills, Alberta, Canada 





WHEATON ACADEMY 
A Department of Wheaton College 
“For Christ and His Kingdom” 


rl B Se end ° h 
zt esd What Kany, “a te 
day for 





prone penny 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dept. 4ST 
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lation). In those days, Jimmy,” Mother 
had continued, “the contestants had to 
prove that for ten whole months they 
had trained strenuously. Then for a 
whole month before the big race, they 

’ had to take exercises at the gymnasium. 
They weren’t even allowed to enter the 
race unless they had done all of this. 
But you haven't practiced at all, and yet 
you are crying because you didn’t win 
the race.” Then Mother had told Jimmy 
how much more important it was in the 
Christian life for him to make his body 
his slave so that always and always he 
would be a willing and obedient servant 
of the Lord. And she explained that 
never was he to miss a day in walking 
with the Lord and reading His Word and 
talking with Him. That, she had told 
him, was the way to win the Christian 
race. That was the way he Could please 
the Lord Jesus whom he loved. 

Breaking into her thoughts of a year 
ago came a wild rush of all her chil- 
dren, each trying to get to her first. 
“Jimmy won! Jimmy won! He won 
the race and the prize, Mother!” they 
all screamed at once. “And guess what 
happened, They asked him to say some- 
thing over- the loud-speaker when the 
races were all over. And do you knaw 
what he :said?—Go ahead, tell her, 
Jimmy!” 

“Well, all I said was that I had prac- 
ticed hard every day for the races. And 
then I prayéd and asked the Lord Jesus 
who is my Saviour to help me to win. 
And I promised Him if He’d help me to 
win, I’d tell others about Him. I told 
them that I asked Him to forgive my 
sins when I was very little. I believed 
He was God’s Son and that He died on 
the cross and took the punishment for 
my sin. And I received Him as my Sav- 
iour. Now, while I like to win swim- 
ming races, I am even more anxious to 
win the Christian race. The Lord Jesus 
has promised rewards for those who 
live their lives to please Him. And I 
want to receive His reward some day. 
That’s all I said,” Jimmy cohcluded. 

Is there someone here who wants to 
live like the Apostle Paukh and like 
Jimmy? 

Teacher’s Note: Lesson 7 in the “Learn- 
ing To Grow the Bible Way” series fits into 
today’s lesson perfectly. It was because 

~of David’s heart attitude and desire to 
serve the Lord God that God used him 
as He did. 
LANCASTER, Pa, 
+ 


This Week's, Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 631) 

1. The teaching of the Cross (Matt. 16: 
21-25). ' 

2. Self-denial is doing without some- 
thing, but denial of self is a refusal to 
recognize the claims of self in order to 
do the will of God. 

3. Not just some affliction that comes 
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upon us, but whatever is involved in a 


voluntary and wholehearted following of - 


Christ. 
4. Running and boxing (1 Cor. 9:26). 
5. A wreath of leaves. 


6. Renunciation of legitimate rights, 
,and accommodation to the needs of men. 


7. The pummeling of his own body—’ 


in other words, self-discipline with re- 
gard to the appetites. 

8. The heroes of faith listed in chapter 
11, with all who bore a similar testimony. 

9. Persecution and lure of the ancient 
ritual were in danger of drawing them 
away from Christ. 

10. The Lord Jesus Himself. 

ExLmuourst, Itt. 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 
*Wthe Ste of New Vous — 
Our Nation’s Menace. — Amerita 
usually thinks herself the healthiest 
nation in the world, but we are only 
seventh from the top. New Zealand 
is the healthiest and also the best fed. 
We think we are a nation of milk 
drinkers, but for our 80 gallons per per- 
son annually, Finland uses 140 gallons. 
We think our fighting men are finer 
than all others, and we were shocked, 
in late 1952, when draft director Lewis 
B. Hershey reported that nearly 45 per 
cent of draft-eligible men are rejected 
for physical, mental, or moral unfitness, 
and that the health of our nation’s 
younger men is less favorable than dur- 
ing World War II. Can there be any 
connection between these facts and the 
increasing consumption of alcohol and 
the use of cigarettes since that time? An 
editorial in Christian Century, February, 
1953, entitled, “Drinking Has Become a 
National Menace,” stated that Americans 
are drinking annually 26.5 gallons of 
alcoholic liquors per capita, and de- 
clared, “Nothing less than the future of 
the nation is threatened.” 


Knowledge and Science.—It is not only 
a matter of scientific medical opinion, 
but a matter of common knowledge that 
beer . , . containing from 3.5 per cent 
to 4.25 per cent alcohol, is definitely in- 
toxicating—Arthur Dean Bevan, M.D., 
former president, American Medical As- 
sociation. 


Alcohol.—Said a doctor who knew 
whereof he spoke: “Beverage alcohol 
gives you a red, nose, a black eye, a 
white liver, a yellow streak, a green 
brain, a dark-brown breath, and a blue 
outlook.” 

And God’s Word continues the story, 
“At last it biteth like a serpent and 
stingeth like an adder.” This is what 
you pay for when you drink, whether 
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you know it or not. Don’t expect any- 
thing else. 


The Threat of Television —The promo- 
tion of the use- of intoxicants by tele- 
vision is hardly less than scandalous. 
Nothing reasonable can be said in sup- 
port of it. The whole tendency is to 
create an attitude on the part of children 
as well as on the part of others—and a 
very undesirable attitude. The linking 
of beer propaganda with the television 
of sports is particularly obnoxious. Few 
people realize how far-reaching tele- 
vision is at the present time, and still 
fewer realize its probable growth. Al- 
ready three out of every five United 
States families are within reach of tele- 
vision broadcasting, and'a statement by 
Mr. Sylvester L, Weaver, Jr., vice-presi- 
dent in charge of television of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company, states that 
seventy per cent of those three-out-of- 
five families are being influenced by 
television in their buying habits.—The 


‘. United Evangelical. 


The National Safety Council says: 
“Among pedestrians involved in fatal acci- 
dents, 26 out of 100 had been drinking, ac- 
cording to reports from 21 states, This is 
equivalent to more than 1,700 of the 
6,600 adult pedestrian deaths. The con- 
dition was not stated for 25 per cent of 
the pedestrians killed.” 


“Alcohol at the Wheel” is a new pam- 
phlet, written by Dr. Seliger of Johns 
Hopkins Hospital. The Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Unions of most states 
are providing it free to students taking 
the auto driving course in public schools, 
and to, those who are applying for their 
first driver’s license. It is a clear state- 
ment of fact, and emphasizes the value 
of abstinence. 


The Greatest Curse—The greatest 
curse today is not liquor, or even the 
advertising of liquor, which is an inde- 
fensible crime; but rather the public 
indifference to the entire liquor prob- 
lem.—Roger BabsQn. 


The Bible has more to say about 
drunkenness than about lying, stealing, 
swearing, hypocrisy, adultery, pride, or 
blasphemy.—More than one hundred and 
sixty verses. 


Frances E. Willard said, at her last 
convention of the W.C.T.U, in Toronto, 
October 23, 1897: 

“The great battle is now against mod- 
erate drinking. Drunkenness is out- 
lawed, . . . But the man who is on the 
way to this same degradation, as science 
steadily holds, will not believe it. In 
this great fight for a clear brain, some 
of our good friends counsel us to give 
up the word “temperance,” but it is a 
word too grand and far-reaching to be 
sacrificed. Let us diligently teach that 
temperance is the moderate use of all 
things harmless and total abstinence 
from all things harmful. Upon the sul- 
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len fortress of moderate drinking the 
artillery of the temperance reform must 
concentrate in future years. We must 
stoutly maintain the position that there 
is no maderation in the use of what is 
harmful.” 

w 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 15 


2. Rivers and Seas of the Bible 
(Josh. 3:14-17; Matt. 3:13-17; 4:18-20; 
8:23-27) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N OUR “Visit to Bible Lands” we 

turn from Bible gardens, about which 
we thought last week, to rivers and seas 
that are mentioned in-the Word of God. 
Perhaps you can borrow a good size 
map of the Holy Land from one of your 
_Sunday school departments, or one of 
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your members could be assigned to draw 
a simple outline map of the Holy Land 
on the blackboard, showing the princi- 
pal rivers and seas. Bible geography 
is not an end in itself, and it is quite 
possible to name all the rivers and seas 
and still not learn the lessons of the 
great events that happened near them. 
On the other hand, there is no excuse 
for a Christian knowing as little about 
the names and places he reads about in 
the Bible as was the woman who’ said 
to a Sunday school teacher, one day 
after the lesson, that she was so glad 
to get straightened out about Dan and 
Beersheba, for she had always thought 
they were man and wife just like Sodom 
and Gomorrah, 
ye 


Four seas stand out as we read our 
Bibles. Perhaps the most familiar to 
all of us is the Sea of Galilee, near 
which and on which s0 many events in 
the life of the'Lord Jesus took place. 
It is also called the Lake of Gennesaret, 
and the Sea of Tiberias. It was on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee that Simon 
Peter and Andrew his brother, and James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, heard 
Christ’s call to follow Him (Matt. 4: 18-22). 
It was not far from the Sea of Galilee 
that the five thousand were fed. The 
disciples were crossing this sea in a boat 
following the feeding of the five thou- 
sand, and were struggling in the night 
with a contrary wind, when the Lord 
Jesus came to them walking upon the 
water (Mark 6:45-51). And later it was 
on this same sea that a great tempest 
arose, threatening to swamp the little 
boat in which the Lord and His disciples 
were crossing. You will recall that on 
this occasion the Lord was asleep and 
that the disciples in their terror awoke 
Him and He rebuked the winds and the 
sea (Matt. 8:23-27). 

ye 

Another sea that many of us will re- 
call from our Bible reading is the Red 
Sea, which the Children of Israel had 
to cross in their journey from Egypt to 
the Promised Land. This is the sea, you 
will remember, that the Lord caused to 
be turned back by a strong east wind, so 
that the Children of Israel might go 
through upon dry ground with a wall 
of water on either side (Exod. 14:21-28). 
And it was here that the armies of Egypt 
perished when Moses, at the Lord’s com- 
mand, stretched forth his hand once 
again over the sea, and the waters re- 
turned to their place, trapping the Egyp- 
tians and their horsemen and chariots. 

ye . 

A third famous Bible sea is the Dead 
Sea, sometimes called “The Salt Sea.” 
It is some 1,292 feet below ocean level 
and contains such a large proportion of 
sodium, magnesium, and calcium salts 
that its waters will not support life. 
This condition is due to the fact that 
several rivers flow into it, washing into 
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> 
it salts from the surrounding soil, but 
there is no outlet. Its level is maintained 
by extensive evaporation in the dry air 
of the desert that surrounds it. The 
wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were once located near the Dead Sea, 
and it is believed that, when they were 
destroyed. because of their wickedness, 
the sea covered their sites. 
ye 
The Dead Sea carries a lesson for us 
today. The life that is fed by living 
waters, but which never gives out again 
that which it has received, becomes use- 
less and unprofitable. The Christian’s 
life should be like a leaping fountain 
(John 4:14) or a “river of waters,” dis- 
pensing life-giving water to all about 
him. . 
ye 
It is interesting to notice that Ezekiel 
prophesied that, when the Lord Jesus 
returns, the waters of the Dead Sea will 
be “healed” by a new and fresh stream 
that will flow from the sanctuary in 
Jerusalem, and that its fish will rival 
in number those of the Mediterranean 
(Ezek. 47:6-12). 
ye 
We should not forget a fourth, impor- 
tant Bible sea—the Mediterranean, which 
the Bible calls “the sea” or “the great 
sea.” It was traveled by Paul on sev- 
eral of his missionary journeys. 
ye 
Of the rivers mentioned in the 
Bible, the Jordan is perhaps the most 
familiar. As the Children of Israel were 
on their way from Egypt to the Prom- 
ised Land they were led by, a route that 
took them east of Jordan, and they had 
to cross it to enter the Promised’ Land. 
You will remember that God instructed 
that the priests carrying the Ark should 
precede the people. Joshua 3 tells us 
that when the soles of the feet of the 
priests touched the water, the waters of 
the river were held back, although this 
was the time of year when Jordan over- 
flowed its banks. The priests bearing 
the Ark wert across on dry ground and 
all the Israelites’ followed them until 
qvery one had passed over before the 
waters were again permitted to resume 
their natural course. Its name means 
“the Descender” and reflects the fact 
that from its source, which is about 
1,000 feet above the level of the Mediter- 
ranean, it drops to 1,292 feet below sea 
level where it enters the Dead Sea, and 
all in the course of some 104 miles. You 
will remember the Prophet Elijah di- 
rected Naaman, the Syrian, to wash in 
the Jordan seven times to cure him of 
his leprosy, (2 Kings 5:14). It was in 
the Jordan that Jehn the Baptist bap- 
tized those who came to him, and it 
was there that the Lord Jesus submitted 
Himself to baptism (Matt, 3:6, 13-19). 
bd 
Four great rivers of western Asia are 
mentioned in Genesis 2:10-14. Two of 
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these are readily identifiable today. The 
Hiddekel is an ancient name for the 
Tigris River, while the Euphrates is 
well known as the river on which Ba- 
bylan was located. Revelation 16:12 tells 
us that during the Great Tribulation the 
latter river will be dried up in order 
to open the way for the armies of the 
“kings of the East” to march into Pales- 
tine for the Battle of Armageddon. 
PHILADELPHIA. é 
we 


“Brethren, Pray for Us’’ 
(Continued from second page) 


who are regularly in the offices—and its 
outside writing staff of ten. But they 
have many needs, just like all other 
Christians: problems of health, church 
and Sunday ‘school activities, housing, 
finances, human relationships, advanc- 
ing years, and many, many others. So 
they will all be grateful for the con- 
tinued prayers of Times readers who 
feel led of the Lord to remember them. 

No one on the staff would feel in the 
least disposed to criticize the style of 
the first draft of the Vifginia reader's 
letter. In fact, his letter might have 
lost some of its spontaneity and warmth 
in a second draft, and it is just possible 
that it might never have been sent! This 
one bears the marks of that fullness of 
which the Lord Jesus spoke when He 
said: “Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh. A good man 
out of ‘the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things” (Matt. 12: 
34, 25). So—hearty thanks to the writer! 


w 
What Is Neo-Orthodoxy? 


(Continued from page 629) 


in particular items come closer* to the 
Christian position, 

Is Neo-Orthodoxy accomplishing good? 
Judged with respect to individual items, 
it may seem to bring some good. It has 
increased tremendously interest in the 
Bible. It has made many think about 
Christ who otherwise would never face 
His claims. It has been used in the 
providence of God to shake Modernism 
from its pinnacle. God can use the 
wrath of man to glorify Himself. 

Is Neo-Orthodoxy a basically accep- 
able form of evangelical Christianity? 
Unequivocally, no!, It undercuts the 
foundation of Biblical Christianity. In 
the long run, it works to destroy the 
Christianity which it professes to main- 
tain. Because of the rise of Neo-Ortho- 


(16) * . 


doxy, the orthodox Christian church is, - 


I fear, entering a period of great danger. 
Its position is similar to that which the 
church faced fifty years ago, at the time 
of incipient Modernism. In the past 
generation, lines of cleavage between 
Christianity and neo-Christianity (Mod- 
ernism)’ were, on the whole, quite clear. 
Few Wheaton students, for example, 
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were bothered by Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick and his type of theology. He was 
too far gorie in his rejection of Chris- 
tianity to intrigue them. Even the dim- 
sighted could tell that his doctrine was 
black. That situation now seems to me 
to be reverting to something more 
nearly like the day when Liberalism first 
began its undermining of Christian 
foundations. Barth, Brunner, and Nie- 
buhr are not uniformly black. Their 
appeal, therefore, to our youngsters (and 
some oldsters) is far greater. We can 
only pray that, through the devastating 
events of the last century, the .Holy 
Spirit will have taught the Christian 
church a lesson in spiritual and doc- 
trinal discernment. A wise man once 
said, however, that the only lesson we 
learn from history is that we do not 
learn from history. 
WHEATON, ILL, 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 9 to 15 
Mon.—Exodus 20:1-17. The Decalogue. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “And God spake 
all these words.” The Ten Command- 
ments were uttered from Heaven, and 
afterward written on two tables of stone 
by the finger of God. They are therefore 
of the highest authority. From them we 
know the things which are right and 
pleasing to God. But, because of our sin- 
ful nature, the good Law condemns us, 
and brings us all down guilty before 
God. Righteousness is impossible by the 
Law. Christ, by His Gospel alone, can 
save from the curse of the Law. “The 
just shall live by faith.” Pray for 
Korea, r 


Tues.—Matthew 16:24-28. 
The Way of Discipleship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.” The 
way of discipleship is the way of self- 
denial out of love to Christ. By your 
obedience to the Lord do you prove that 
you love Him more than self and all else? 
“If ye continue in my word [says our 
Lord], then are ye my disciples indeed; 
and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31, 
32). Is this your way of life since you 
professed tq receive Jesus as your Lord? 
Pray for the Tri-State Bible Conference, 
Port Jervis, N. Y. 


Wed.—1 Peter 1:1-9. The Soul’s Good. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If need be, ye 
are in heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations.” Trials come to all Christians, 
especially to those who will live godly in 
Christ Jesus. All others have troubles 


and sorrows, but only those suffered for 
righteousness’ sake turn out to be bless- 
ings here and hereafter. Tribulations for 
the child of God work out experience, 
and experience hope: and hope maketh 
not ashamed; because of the love of God 
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost (see Rom. 5:3-5): God watches 
over His tried saints. Pray for the Ben 
Lippen Conference, Asheville, N. C. 


Thurs.—Ecclesiastes 10:12-17. 
The Test of Efficiency. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “The words of a 
wise man’s mouth are gracious.” Our 
speech tells our inward character. Lip- 
reading of the state of hearts is intimated 
in Solomon’s words, “The words of the 
pure are pleasant words” (Prov, 15:26). 
As people wondered af the gracious 
words which proceeded eut of the mouth 
of Christ, so, if Christ is’in the heart, 
they will find words of grace and truth 
falling from the lips of real Christians. 
Do you offend in word? Then see your 
case in James 3:2. Pray for the Pine 
Bush Bible Camp, Thompson Ridge, 
Orange Co., N. Y. 


Fri—Romans 14:13-23. 
Consideration for Others. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Let... no man 
put a stumblingblock or an occasion to 
fall in his brother’s way.” Sympathetic 
regard for the highest welfare of other 
people, especially of Christians, is a 
major Christian duty. Our Lord’s new 
commandment is, “Love one another.” 
“Love worketh no ill to his neighbour.” 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law. Beware 
of selfishness.. Pray for Lake Superior 
Bible Camp, Ironwood, Mich. 


Sat.—Isaiah 28:1-4. 
Pride and Alcoholism. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “Woe to the 
crown of pride, to the drunkards . _. 
whose glorious beauty is a fading 
flower.” Liquor is a great deceiver; and 
whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise. Drinkers err in judgment. They 
imagine that their feelings of elevation 
due to intoxication are indications of 
personal greatness and happiness; but the 
letdown is as certain as frosted flowers 
will speedily wilt. The joy of the sinner 
is soon gone. Liquor is licking millions 
today. Pray for Word of Life Camp, 
Schroon Lake, N. Y. 


Sun.—Hebrews 12:1-4, 
Handicaps That Hinder. 


PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS:: “Let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset ys.” The Chris- 
tian race cannot be run and won 
without this kind of self-discipline 
and persistent devotion to the rules 
laid down by our Lord. Fleshly in- 
dulgence hinders spirifual vigor. We 
cannot do the things God wants done 
if we please ourselves. We haye to 
give up in order to get on in the 
Christian life. Pray for Camp of the 
Woods, Speculator, N. Y. 
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